With Him Quiet Time Studies
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Developing a Deeper Relationship with God
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Lesson 1: How to Have a Quiet Time: Philippians 1

1. Check:
a. John 14:6, Revelation 3:20
b. Timothy Training Lesson 5
c. John Study Outreach

2. Review:
a. Follow-up & Elements of Reproduction
b. How to Have a Quiet Time. See pages 20-23 of My Discipleship
Notebook.
c. Students Quiet Time plan. See Timothy Training Course page 9.

3. Activity: Quiet Time
a. Do a Quiet Time Together on Philippians chapter 1
b. Share Results of Quiet Time

4. Assignment:
a. Memorize one or two verses this week from the TEL Scripture
Memory Course
b. Continue having personal, daily quiet times
c. Continue using Prayer Pages from My Discipleship Notebook

5. Additional Reading: Leading Bible Study Discussions and Questions
for Discussion. See Appendix page #.

6. Outreach: Continue follow-up using The Gospel of John Studies
lesson 3.

7. Close in Group Prayer Praying in Turn
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Feet/legs

Satan loves to control our feet and legs so that we will walk into things that drag
us down and cause us to compromise our relationship to Christ. He loves to take
us window shopping at the department store of sin. We may not intend to buy
anything, but more frequently than not we fall victim to the lust of the flesh and
the lust of the eyes as we stroll with our enemy.

Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his
delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and
night. Psalm 1:1,2

Are you walking with Jesus, or do your feet and legs need to be committed to
Him?

How to Surrender

. In a special act of dedication, yield each member specifically to God for
His control.

. Ask God to cleanse and accept ownership for the member.

. Ask God to set a watch over the member and, by His Holy Spirit, warn

you when you are under attack.

Ask God to give you the desire to walk in victory and to strengthen the
will to resist temptation.

. Pray for victory and take active measures to defend yourself from attack
(i.e. Scripture memory).

. Act offensively (review your verses, get with a Christian friend).
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Questions for Leading Bible Study Discussions

8. What did you learn from this reading about what a Bible discussion
should or should not be like?

9. What do we mean when we say that a Bible discussion is not a
“Momma-Bird” lecture?

10. How 1is the kind of Bible discussion talked about in this article
different from what you have experienced in the past at school or at
other Bible studies?

11. What will you personally do to make this a more successful Bible
study?

12. What are some reasons given in the reading for why discussion
questions are so important?
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Arms/Hands
God gave us hands for the purpose of doing good and for providing our needs
through work.

She extends her hand to the poor, yes, she reaches out her hands to the
needy. Proverbs 31:20

That you also aspire to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and
to work with your hands, as we commanded you. 1Thessalonians 4:11

They are not to be idle, for when they are, they become the target for Satan”s
temptations. Idle hands are the Devil’s Workshop.

When our hands are not occupied as God intended, they can become occupied
with evil. They may become involved in all manner of sin—from theft, murder
and sexual misconduct to simply using them for selfish purposes rather than for
helping others. Jesus was so aware of the power of the hands for evil that He
dramatically illustrated His teaching as follows:

And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you,
for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than
for your whole body to be cast into hell. Matthew 5:30

As we make Christ Lord of our person, we will certainly need to dedicate our
hands to Him.

Stomach

By the stomach we refer to all the bodily appetites of the human body. Sensual
pleasures of all kinds can so take over our lives that we can become actual
enemies of Christ—Iliving only for temporal and physical gratification.

For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even
weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is
destruction, whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame
—who set their mind on earthly things. Philippians 3:18,19

Many Christians may feel self-righteous because they don’t seem to be tempted
by things like alcohol and illicit sex, but they may be very undisciplined—even
gluttonous—in their eating habits. Each of us needs to honestly and carefully
examine our bodily appetites and drives before God to make sure He is in
control.
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13. What are the 4 specific types of discussion questions talked about in
this article?

14. From the reading, what are some ways a group leader can evaluate

whether or not his discussion questions need further development or
clarification?

15. What is meant by the phrase “Correlation Question™?

16. Do you know any verses in Scripture that explain why application
questions are important?

17. When you become a Bible study leader, what will you do to help
ensure that productive discussion takes place?
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But let none of you suffer as a murder, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in
other people’s matters. 1Peter 4:15

He who passes by and meddles in a quarrel not his own is like one who
takes a dog by the ears. Proverbs 26:17

If we are having a battle in this area, we must commit this member to God and
seek His help in winning the victory.

Mouth/Tongue

It is a rare Christian who is not tempted in this area. The opportunities to sin
with this two-sided member are legion. We can be tempted here in what goes
into the mouth through eating or drinking, or we may sin by what comes out of
the mouth in our words.

James tells us that although the tongue is one of the smallest members, it can get
us into big trouble.

Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how
great a forest a little fire kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world of
iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the
whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by

hell. James 3:5,6

If our mouths and tongues are submitted to Christ’s Lordship, we can change
and transform them into instruments of good for the edification of others.

The Lord God has given me the tongue of the learned, that I should
know how to speak a word in season to him who is weary. He awakens
Me morning by morning, he awakens My ear to hear as the learned.
Isaiah 50:4

The godly wife of Proverbs 31 was one who had evidently given this member to
God.

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and on her tongue is the law of
kindness. Proverbs 31:26

Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth, keep watch over the door of my
lips. Psalm 141:3
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Lesson 2: How to Have a Quiet Time: Philippians 2

1. Check:
a. Scripture Memory
b. John Study Outreach

2. Review: Leading Bible Study Discussions and Questions for
Discussion.

3. Activity: Quiet Time
a. Share Personal Quiet Times from Previous Week
b. Discuss Difficulties, Questions and Encouragement Related to
Quiet Times.
c. Do a Quiet Time Together on Philippians chapter 2
d. Share Results of Quiet Time

4. Assignment:
a. Memorize one or two verses this week from the TEL Scripture
Memory Course
b. Continue having personal, daily quiet times
c. Continue using Prayer Pages from My Discipleship Notebook

5. Additional Reading: Born to Reproduce and Questions for
Discussion. See Appendix page #.

6. Outreach: Continue follow-up using The Gospel of John Studies
lesson 4.

7. Close in Group Prayer Praying in Turn
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When a person donates his body to science, he is saying that when he is dead,
science has the right to do whatever they want with his body. They may
experiment with it, dissect it, study it or use it for gory purposes for which
science wants it—but for His perfect will to be accomplished through it.

Each of us needs to take some time with God and to surrender, one by one, our
members to God. Let us think for a moment about what this means.

Eyes

Sin always begins here—either with our physical eye or our mind’s eye. Some
stimulus causes us to have a picture in our minds which leads to temptation. If
we deal with the problem here, we can overcome and have victory.

1 have made a covenant with my eyes,; why then should I look upon a
young woman? Job 31:1

As we come to God, we will need to commit our eyes to Him—make a covenant
with Him and ask His help to keep that covenant.

Ears

If Satan cannot gain entrance to our minds and hearts through the physical eye,
he will try to enter via the ear gate. What we hear can, in turn, produce the
mental picture which leads to sin. Coarse jokes and stories, suggestive song
lyrics, or simply listening to bad reports or gossip can give Satan the inroad he
desires.

The Bible tells us not to entertain a critical report unless there are two or three
others present to witness it.

Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from two or three
witnesses. 1Timothy 5:19

Let us give our ears to God’s Lordship and listen to that which will edify.

Nose

Usually we will not be led into sin through the sense of smell. But many people
seem to have a “nose” for trouble. They seem constantly to have this member
into areas where they have no business interfering. Both Peter and Solomon
warn us about this.
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Questions for Born to Reproduce

1. What did you learn from this article about the primary responsibility
of every believer?

2. What is meant by the terms “reproduction” & “follow-up?”’

3. What does the author mean when He states, “You cannot make God
the overseer. He makes you the overseer.”?

4. How would you say that the passages in Acts 20:25-32 and
Philippians 1:3-7 relate to this statement?

5. What did you learn about hindrances that may keep you from
effectively spiritually reproducing?

6. Are any of these hindrances present in your own life? If so, how will
you deal with them?

7. What one person has the Lord placed upon your hear to follow up and
help become a reproducer? If no one, will you begin asking God to
give you such a person?

BR B - SRAETE A0 2 RIS UG )
—— TR A & R, 2 2
O RIIIREEH =+ —1

BT 0 S OERMFAELE I
FFANF 2 T £ ALy i [F] A S I
115 Y 15

Bk iR HH A REAE IR AN - B3k BATAMELER

ity LA AL, At 2 A R E R, W
WrdesE 3o FLBATPT Y, # B P a4
RE 1 AT AE i i L 7 A R 1) BALIE—HE=
Bk PREHT T 19 576

RERE iR B ALRE, AT
R eI ik
P AR T, IX S HR2 ,
RFBAHERIEON, T H.
TX L JE - T B AR
FIPUE — = 18719

FBAIAZ T EE, AW RO E
SIE RIS, WG ) F 1L fYE R T
H-XKF130

B - L5 R P BRATT 4 B AE 25 e ) T
B, MRS MR R D BRIE. —
W12

Pk BHARREG P

KARBREAMBAET RS ) G 17, b R] DLBRSRASOX SR 5E o AERIE T B, Al th
VR A B ORGSR R OE, (H H R e AR B A A i, A s 508
AR AL . BAT BB R BRIRG A TS, H3A
R BB A N5, BAEA 2 IR AR, L a1

AN BAGRN T AR 2 TETEA X 19852 (B ZERMILERTEHIN,
V& B CRRZE 7  HFE AR NE X IR Es 7 FERABETERNTHT L,
PIRTIANEIEEZ T, JIER 2 F o IRTTEIMIEE 7R TR, SE1E
T XA (BN 13714, 18)

47



Nose: will not usually lead us into Eyes: Sin always begins here—
sin, but we can be caught putting our either with our physical or mental
nose in other people’s business — eyes—Job 31:1
1Peter 4:15

b I K

- - Mouth/Tongue: We
can be tempted by the
food or drink going
into the mouth or by
the words coming out
—James 3:5,6

Ears: If Satan can”t get in thru our
eyes, he will try to get in through
our ears...what we hear will
produce a mental picture—
1Timothy 5:19

Arms & Hands: If our hands are not
occupied with God”s intent, they
become the workshop of the devil—
Matthew 5:30

Stomach: This represents
the fleshly appetites—
sensual pleasures and
temporal gratification—

Feet & Legs: Satan loves to tempt us to npOLd
Philippians 3:18,19

walk into things that will drag us down
spiritually—Psalm 1:1,2

Surrender Body Members Back to God

This is a volitional act on the part of every believer. He alone can make that
decision. He may make an initial surrender at the time he receives Christ, but as
he grows in the Christian life he must yield each aspect of his life to God. We
must each start with our own personal body and its members. As we yield them
to the Lordship of Christ, we become free or independent from sin’s control.

And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to
sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and
your members as instruments of righteousness to God. For sin shall not
have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.
Romans 6:13,14,18
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Lesson 3: How to Have a Quiet Time: Philippians 3
1. Check:
a. Scripture Memory

b. John Study Outreach

2. Review: Born to Reproduce and Questions for Discussion.

3. Activity: Quiet Time
a. Share Personal Quiet Times from Previous Week
b. Discuss Difficulties, Questions and Encouragement Related to
Quiet Times.
c. Do a Quiet Time Together on Philippians chapter 3
d. Share Results of Quiet Time

4. Assignment:
a. Memorize one or two verses this week from the TEL Scripture
Memory Course
b. Continue having personal, daily quiet times
c. Continue using Prayer Pages from My Discipleship Notebook

5. Additional Reading: Need of the Hour and Questions for
Discussion. See Appendix page #.

6. Outreach: Continue follow-up using The Gospel of John Studies
lesson 5.

7. Close in Group Prayer Praying in Turn
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By Redemption
I was purchased by Christ’s blood.

Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who
is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own For you
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your
spirit, which are God’s. 1Corinthians 6:19,20

By Re-Birth
I am His son or daughter.

But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name. John 1:12

Recognize I Cannot be Independent

True independence is not one of the options given to man. We can be
independent from something, but that will automatically make us dependent
upon or enslaved to something else. The moment we depart from God, we
become slaves of sin and Satan.

Many times people think that they will not follow either God or Satan, but this is
not possible. We are created to be dependent, and independence from one master
means enslavement to the other. This is what Paul is trying to communicate in
Romans, where he says:

Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey,

you are that one’’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin to death, or of
obedience to righteousness? Romans 6:16
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Questions for The Need of the Hour

1. What did you discover about some things commonly thought to be
“the need of the hour,” especially in regards to doing the Lord”’s
work?

2. What did you learn from this article about the true “need of the hour?”

3. How do you think the situation of the apostles during the early days of
the church relates to the needs of Christians in the church today?

4. What verses can you think of that speak of God’s power or His
promise to be with us and impart that power unto us?

5. What are some ways you can begin trusting the power of God more
completely in your own life?
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The Solution

The only way to escape Satan’s logic and begin to grow in the Christian life is
by again crowning Christ Lord of our lives—turning the controls of our lives
back to Him.

How to Make Christ Lord

Recognize His Universal Lordship
The entire message of the Bible is that Jesus is, in fact, Lord of all.

Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ. Acts 2:36

Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the
earth. Philippians 2:9,10

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. For
by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. And He is
before all things, and in Him all things consist. Colossians 1:15-17

Jesus is the Sovereign Ruler of the universe, and His will is being carried out
according to the exact prophecies of God. History is unfolding according to

God’s will, with or without man’s approval and cooperation.

Recognize His Personal Lordship
This ownership of Christ is true on at least three counts.

By Creation
I was created by Him.

So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them. Genesis 1:27
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Lesson 4: How to Have a Quiet Time: Philippians 4
1. Check:
a. Scripture Memory

b. John Study Outreach

2. Review: Need of the Hour and Questions for Discussion.

3. Activity: Quiet Time
a. Share Personal Quiet Times from Previous Week
b. Discuss Difficulties, Questions and Encouragement Related to
Quiet Times.
c. Do a Quiet Time Together on Philippians chapter 4
d. Share Results of Quiet Time

4. Assignment:
a. Memorize one or two verses this week from the TEL Scripture
Memory Course
b. Continue having personal, daily quiet times
c. Continue using Prayer Pages from My Discipleship Notebook

5. Additional Reading: The Lordship of Christ and Questions for
Discussion. See Appendix page #.

6. Outreach: Continue follow-up using the Timothy Training Course
lesson 1.

7. Close in Group Prayer Praying in Turn
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As we have already discovered, God created man in His image with a WILL, an
INTELLECT and EMOTIONS. These attributes—which are key ingredients in
choice or decision-making require that God provide man with an environment
where he could use them. God knew when He did this that men might disobey,
but His great love and desire to give man His nature caused Him to provide that
environment.

When Satan tempted Eve, he appealed to these three attributes. He played upon
her emotions by causing her to desire what God had forbidden. He appealed to
her intellect with his deceptive reasoning. And he at last caused her to use her
will to break God”’s law.

In appealing to her intellect or power to reason, Satan used a syllogism which he
still uses successfully today.

Major Premise
God’s plan is restrictive. (This is correct. God has placed restrictions upon man
as He did with Adam and Eve.)

Minor Premise

Restrictions are bad. (This is incorrect. God’s restrictions are for our good and
are for the purpose of allowing us to use our will, intellect and emotions to
choose for Him. He could have created robots which needed no restrictions
because they were programmed to do only what He desired. But He didn’t. He
created people made in His image.)

Conclusion

God’s plan is bad. (If one premise is incorrect, the conclusion will always be
incorrect. But Eve brought the conclusion that God must be holding out on them
and that disobedience to God’s plan would profit them.)

The Consequences

When man chose to disobey God and to become independent of God’s will, sin
entered the human race.

The Very Simplest Definition of Sin is Independence from God.

Since that terrible day of disobedience and independence, God has been forced
from His rightful throne in the human heart. Things which God created and self
have taken over the rulership of our lives. Men are constantly saying NO to
God’s will to pursue their own ambitions of material gain.
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Questions for The Lordship of Christ

1. What did you learn from this reading about Jesus’ ownership of your
life and His right to be Lord of it?

2. What do we really mean when we say that “Jesus is Lord” and that He
should be “Lord of your life?”

3. What did you learn from the article about Satan’s deception and how
he can trick you into believing that you yourself, and not God, should
be in control of your life?

4. What did you learn about the different aspects of your life and the
members of your body that you must submit to the Lord’s control?

5. Correlation: Scriptures on lordship?

6. What area(s) of your life or what members of your body do you most
need to surrender to God’s will? What will you do to give Christ
lordship over them?
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1 beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable, to God, which is your reasonable
service. Romans 12:1

Paul’s life itself was a living example of what he preached.

But none of these things move m; nor do I count my life dear to myself,
so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received
from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. Acts
20:24

Jesus has a plan for you! Just as Paul yielded his life to God so that he could live
out that plan, you also can discover God’s unique plan for your life as you yield
your life to Him.

Because the Lordship of Christ is probably the most important aspect of the
Christian life, we will be dealing with it at various points throughout this course.
In this lesson, however, we will deal with basic personal Lordship. We must
begin with our own person in making Christ Lord before we can submit to Him
in other areas of our lives.

Satan’s Syllogism

Major Premise
. God’s plan is restrictive

Minor Premise
. Restrictions are bad

Conclusion
. God’s plan is bad

A syllogism is a form of reasoning which uses a major and minor premise to
form its conclusions. Here, we are going to examine the most evil syllogism of
all time—Satan’s deceptive syllogism which led Eve astray and which continues
to cause people to rebel against Christ”s Lordship.
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Lesson 5: Prayer Pages & Personal Testimony
1. Check:
a. Scripture Memory

b. Timothy Training Outreach

2. Review: The Lordship of Christ and Questions for Discussion.

3. Activity: How to Prepare a Personal Testimony
a. Write Your Personal Testimony
Part 1: Describe your life before you became a Christian
Part 2: Describe how you became a Christian. Include a verse that
explains how to be saved. Ex. John 5:24 or Revelation 3:20
Part 3: Describe how your life changed after you became a
Christian.
b. Keep your testimony to just three minutes.

4. Assignment:
a. Memorize one or two verses this week from the TEL Scripture
Memory Course
b. Continue having personal, daily quiet times
c. Continue using Prayer Pages from My Discipleship Notebook
d. Complete Personal Testimony

5. Outreach: Continue follow-up using the Timothy Training Course
lesson 2.

6. Close in Group Prayer Praying in Turn
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The Lordship of Christ

Introduction
When a person receives Jesus Christ, he is born again into the family of God.

Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless
one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” John 3:3

(It is noteworthy that when John wrote his epistle, he referred to the recipients of
his letter as “little children”—children in Christ.)

Coming to Christ simply as a little child is an exciting privilege. God does not
expect us to achieve a certain degree of spiritual knowledge or skill in the
Scripture before we come to Him. He receives us just as we are and loves us as
His babes. However, God does expect that we will not remain babes forever, but
will grow to full maturity. Any parent can understand God’s concern for us, His
children. We all love our helpless newborn babies with all our heart, but we also
hope and pray that they will grow normally to full maturity. Just as it grieves our
hearts to see a child who does not grow, so it grieves God’s heart to see us
remain spiritual infants all our lives.

Growth in Christ can only take place as we learn to know Him and as we make
Jesus not only our Savior, but also the Lord of every part of our lives.

Definition of Lordship: Lordship is giving back to God the controls
of my life so that He may use me to accomplish and fulfill His will
through me.

This Lordship issue is what the apostle Paul was speaking of in Galatians 2:20.
Lordship is ceasing to live for myself and beginning to live by God’s power for
God’s purpose.

1 have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the

Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. Galatians 2:20
The same idea is found in Romans 12:1 where Paul says that our bodies (our

earthly lives) are to be presented to Christ as a living sacrifice.
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“Oh, but I am afraid,” someone says. Remember, “The fear of man bringeth a snare: but
whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe” (Proverbs 29:25). Nothing under
heaven except sin, immaturity, and lack of communion will put you in a position where
you cannot reproduce. Furthermore, there is not anything under heaven that can keep a
newly born again one from going on with the Lord if he has a spiritual parent to take
care of him and give him the spiritual food God has provided for his normal growth.

Effects obey their causes by irresistible laws. When you sow the seed of God”s Word,
you will get results. Not every heart will receive the Word, but some will and the new
birth will take place. When a new soul is born, give it the care that Paul gave new
believers. Paul believed in follow-up work. He was a busy evangelist, but he still took
time for follow-up. The New Testament is largely made up of the letters of Paul which
were follow-up letters to the converts.

James believed in it. “But be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only,” he said in
James 1:22. Peter believed in it. “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
Word, that ye may grow thereby” (1Peter 2:2). John believed in it, “I have no greater
joy than to hear that my children walk in truth” (3John 4). All the writings of Peter,
Paul, James, and most of John’s, are food for the new Christian.

The Gospel spread to the known world during the first century without radio, television
or the printing press, all because these produced ones were reproducing. But today we
have a lot of pew-sitters—people who think that if they are faithful in church attendance,
put good-sized gifts into the offering plate, and get people to come, they have done their
part.

Where is your man? Where is your woman? Where is your boy? Where is your girl?
Every one of us, no matter what age we are, should get busy memorizing Scripture. In
one Sunday school, a woman 72 years of age and another who was 78 years of age
finished the Navigators Topical Memory System. They then had something to give.

Load your heart with this precious Seed. You will find that God will direct you to those
whom you can lead to Christ. There are many hearts ready for the Gospel now.
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Don’t let your lack of knowledge stand in the way. It used to be the plan of The
Navigators in the early days that whenever the sailors were with us for supper each
fellow was asked at the end of the meal to quote a verse. I would say it this way, “Quote
a verse you have learned in the last 48 hours if you have on. Otherwise, just give us a
verse.” One evening as we quoted verses around the table, my little three year-old
daughter’s turn came. There was a new sailor next to her who did not think about her
quoting Scripture, so without giving her an opportunity, he began. She looked up at him
as much as to say, “I am a human being,” then she quoted John 3:16 in her own way.
“For God so loved the world, dat He gave His only forgotten Son, dat whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” She put the emphasis on
the “whosoever” because when she was first taught the verse, she could not pronounce
that word.

Days later that sailor came over and said to me, “You know, I was going to quote that
verse of Scripture.” It was the only one I knew. But I didn”t really know it, not until
little Ruthie quoted it. When she said, “whosoever,” I thought, “that means me.” Back
on the ship I accepted the Lord.” Today that young man is a missionary in South
America.

Until several years after we were married, my wife’s father did not know the Lord. Here
again God used children to reach a hungry heart. When Ruthie was three and Bruce was
five, they went to visit Grandpa and Grandma. Grandpa tried to get them to repeat
nursery rhymes. He said, “Mary had a little lamb” and “Little Boy Blue,” but the
children just looked at him and asked, “Who is Little Boy Blue?”” He thought they did
not know very much.

Their mother said, “They know some things. Quote Romans 3:23, Bruce.” This Bruce
did. Then he asked Grandpa, “Shall I quote another one, Grandpa?” “Sure,” said
Grandpa.

Bruce began to quote verses of Scripture, some 15 in all, and Ruth quoted some in
between. This delighted Grandpa. He took them over to the neighbors and to the aunts
and uncles, showing them how well these children knew the Scriptures. In the meantime,
the Word of God was doing its work. It was not long before the Holy Spirit, through the
voices of babes, planted the seed in his heart. “Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings
hast Thou ordained strength...” (Psalm §8:2).

Soul-winners are not soul-winners because of what they know, but because of the Person
they know, how well they know Him, and how much they long for others to know Him.
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Appendix

Leading Bible Study Discussions

Born to Reproduce

Need of The Hour

The Lordship of Christ
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Right away I would say to that one, “I have a verse for you: “But if any provide not for
his own, and specially for those of his own house, he...is worse than an infidel”
(1Timothy 5:8).” Paul said to the elders of the church at Ephesus, “Take heed...to all the
flock, over which the Holy Ghost hath made you over...” (Acts 20:28). You cannot make
God the overseer. He makes you the overseer.

We began to work on follow-up. This emphasis on finding and helping some of the
converts went on for a couple or three years before the Navigator work started. By that
time our work included few converts but more time spent with the converts. Soon I
could say as Paul said to the Philippians, “I thank my God upon every remembrance of
you, Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, for your
fellowship in the Gospel from the first day until now” (Philippians 1:3,5). He followed
up his converts with daily prayer and fellowship. Then he could say, “Being confident of
this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the
day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). In keeping with this, the 7" verse reads: “Even
as it is meet (or proper) for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my
heart...”

Before I had forgotten to follow up the people God had reached through me. But from
then on I began to spend time helping them. That is why sometime later when that first
sailor came to me, I saw the value of spending three months with him. I saw an Isaac in
him. Isaac had Jacob, and Jacob had the twelve, and all the rest of the nation came
through them.

It Takes Time to Do God”s Work

You can lead a soul to Christ in anywhere from 20 minutes to a couple of hours. But it
takes from 20 weeks to a couple of years to get him on the road to maturity, victorious
over the sins and the recurring problems that come along. He must learn how to make
right decisions. He must be warned of the various “isms” that are likely to reach out with
their octopus arms and pull him in and sidetrack him.

But when you get yourself a man, you have doubled your ministry—in fact, you have
more than doubled your ministry. Do you know why? When you teach your man, he
sees how it is done and he imitates you. If I were the minister of a church and had
deacons or elders to pass the plate and choir members to sing, I would say, “Thank God
for your help. We need you. Praise the Lord for these extra things that you do,” but I
would keep pressing home the big job— “Be fruitful and multiply.” All these other
things are incidental to the supreme task of winning a man or woman to Jesus Christ and
then helping him or her to go on.

Where is your man? Where is your woman? Do you have one? You can ask God for
one. Search your hearts. Ask the Lord, “Am I spiritually sterile? If I am, why am 1?”
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Leading Bible Study Discussions

What a Bible Discussion IS NOT

. Not a “Mama-Bird” Lecture

Many Bible study groups are really only the study of the leader fed in lecture
fashion to the other members of the group. In such groups no one is required to
prepare the study except the leader and individual interest is totally dependent
upon the skill and accuracy of the leader as speaker. This is not a true Bible
discussion group because nothing is discussed, only absorbed.

. Not a “Share-Our-Ignorance” Session

In this type of Bible sharing, no one is required to prepare. A chapter is read
together and then various members of the group share whatever thoughts or
impressions come to their minds. In such groups there is often no leader at all,
certainly no real objective and very little profit to anyone. Since no one has
given any previous thought, research or prayer to the passage in consideration,
the time is spent simply “sharing our ignorance.”

. Not a “Series of Conversations”

Sometimes members of a Bible study group agree to do some preparation and
come to the session with some individual discoveries. However, the actual
discussion is dominated by the “experts” of the group or those who are overly
opinionated or talkative. Instead of a total exchange of ideas with everyone
participating, only a few members talk at all. The others retreat in shyness and
never contribute. This type of study discourages growth and faithfulness in
preparation by all the members because it becomes apparent that only the
dominant personalities will control the session.

What a Bible Discussion IS

A true Bible study discussion group aims for the involvement and participation
of each group member. It requires that each person prepare his lesson in advance
and come to class ready to share what he has discovered. In such a group each
person’s contributions is considered to be valuable and the leader will seek to
draw out the findings of all the individuals.

The Nature of the Leader

The effective discussion leader will act as a chairman and guide, not as a teacher
or authority, because he realizes that the authority is the Word of God and the
teacher is the Holy Spirit. The Scriptures are the sword of the Spirit.
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I had taken exception to his use of that name and had opened up the New Testament and
shown him the way of salvation. He had accepted Jesus Christ as his Savior. In parting I
had given him Philippians 1:6, “Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath
begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.” “God bless you,
son. Read this,” I said, and went on my merry way.

A year later, there was no more evidence of the new birth and the new creature in this
boy than if he had never heard of Jesus Christ.

I had a great passion to win souls, but after I met this boy the second time on the way to
the golf course, I began to go back and find some of my “converts.” I want to tell you, I
was sick at heart.

It seemed that Philippians 1:6 was not working.

An Armenian boy came into my office one day and told me about all the souls he had
won. He said that they were all Armenians and had the list to prove it.

I said, “Well, what is this one doing?”

He said, “That one isn’t doing so good. He is backslidden.”

“What about this one?”

We went all down the list and there was not one living a victorious life.

I said, “Give me your Bible.” I turned to Philippians and put a cardboard right under the
6™ verse, took a razor blade out of my pocket and started to come down on the page. He
grabbed my hand and asked, “What are you going to do?”

“I”m going to cut this verse out,” I replied. “It isn”t working.”

Do you know what was wrong? I had been taking the 6™ verse away from its context,
verses 3 through 7. Paul was not just saying, “All right, the Lord has started something,
He will finish it.” But you know, that is what some people tell me when they win a soul.

They say, “Well, I just committed him to God.”

Suppose I met someone who has a large family and say to him, “Who is taking care of
your children?”

“My family? Oh, I left them with the Lord.”
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The leader’s role is to guide the discussion, encouraging personal interaction
according to each individual’s need. This means the Bible will be the focus of
attention, not the leader.

Remember that as the leader you do not have to be a walking encyclopedia with
all the answers. Leading means guiding the group in such a way that each
member, including yourself, amplifies and clarifies the personal insights gained
through personal study as he shares. The key to leading is preparation. So even a
young Christian can master the simple principles taught in this section on
leading Bible study discussion.

A good discussion leader assists the people in the group to discover Biblical
truths for themselves rather than simply giving them his answers. To do this he
must learn to ask stimulating, clear questions which act as spring-boards to
launch the discussion among the members. If the group has prepared a question-
answer type study, the leader should not parrot the same question asked in the
book (i.e., “What did someone get for number one?”’). He must formulate new
questions based upon the study, which will help the group to discover new truths
and will carry them a step beyond their own personal study.

Examining Discussion Questions
Questions are the heartbeat of any true discussion. They do a number of very
useful things for both the group and the leader.

The Importance of Questions

. They prevent the leader from becoming a lecturer and make him a
chairman or discussion leader.

. They force the group to think for themselves, rather than being told
what to think.

. They help people to discover truths for themselves which aid in
retention and conviction-building.

. They help people to evaluate what they know or understand. Often we
think we know something until we are asked a question on the subject which
we find ourselves at a loss to answer.

. They direct the flow of discussion and focus conversation on specific
topics rather than allowing the discussion to drift and get off track.
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I said, “Billy, I can’t follow up 6,000 people. My work has always been with individuals
and small groups.”

“Look, Daws,” he answered, “everywhere I go I meet Navigators. I met them in school
in Wheaton. They are in my school right now. (He was president of Northwestern
Schools at that time.) There must be something to this.”

“I just dont have the time,” I said.

He tackled me again. The third time he pleaded with me and said, “Daws, I am not able
to sleep nights for thinking of what happens to the converts after a crusade is over.” At
that time I was on my way to Formosa and I said, “While I am there I will pray about it,
Billy.” On the sands of a Formosan beach, I paced up and down two or three hours a day
praying, “Lord, how can I do this? I am not even getting the work done You have given
me to do. How can I take six months of the year to give to Billy?”” But God laid the
burden upon my heart.

Why should Billy have asked me to do it? I had said to him that day before I left for
Formosa, “Billy, you will have to get somebody else.”

He took me by the shoulders and said, “Who else? Who is majoring in this?”’ I had been
majoring in it.

What will it take to jar us out of our complacency and send us home to pray, “God, give
me a girl or man whom I can win to Christ, or let me take one who is already won, an
infant in Christ, and try to train that one so that he or she will reproduce!”

How thrilled we are to see the masses fill up the seats! But where is your man? I would
rather have an “Isaac” alive than a hundred that are dead, sterile, or immature.

Beginning of Follow-up

One day years ago, I was driving along in my little Model T Ford and saw a young man
walking down the street. I stopped and picked him up. As he got into the car, he swore
and said, “It’s sure tough to get a ride.” I hear a man take my Savior’s name in vain but
what my heart aches. I reached into my pocket for a tract and said, “Lad, read this.”

He looked up at me and said, “Haven’t I seen you somewhere before?” I looked at him
closely. He looked like someone I should know. We figured out that we had met the year
before on the same road. He was on his way to a golf course to caddy when I picked him
up. He had gotten into my car and had started out the same way with the name “Jesus
Christ.”
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Kinds of Questions

In Bible study discussion there are four basic kinds of questions which aid the
discussion. It is interesting to note that these questions are in keeping with the
four basic steps of the learning process:

* Discovery
Understanding
* Correlation

* Application

If we follow this flow in leading the group, it will aid our understanding of the
topic at hand.

Discovery

As we study the Bible we are discovering truths in the text under consideration,
which we may or may not have known before. The discovery really comes when
we are dealing with truths we had not previously known, understood, correlated
or applied.

Understanding

Having discovered something leads us to the next step—determining what the
discovery means. It is important that we accurately understand, as this is a
building block for other truths.

Correlation
Having understood a concept, the mind takes the next step of relating this
information to what it already knows. It does this for two purposes:

. To increase understanding and develop new truth.

. To locate the proper place to store the new information until it is
needed.

Application

Relating the truth properly leads to the final step in learning: application or
putting the new information into practice in daily life. At this point the
information becomes more than mental and begins to affect behavior and
lifestyle.
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So this first man at the end of six months has another man. Each man starts teaching
another in the following six months. At the end of the year there are just four of them.
Perhaps each teaches a Bible class or helps in a street meeting, but at the same time his
main interest is in his man and how he is doing. So at the end of the year the four of
them get together and have a prayer meeting and determine, “Now, let’s not allow
anything to sidetrack us. Let’s give the Gospel out to a lot of people, but let’s check up
on at least one man and see him through.”

So the four of them in the next six months each get a man. That makes eight at the end
of a year and a half. They all go out after another and at the end of two years there are 16
men. At the end of three years there are 64; the 16 have doubled twice. At the end of five
years there are 1,048 and at the end of fifteen and a half years there are 2,176,000,000
men. That is the present population of the world of persons over three years of age
(when this was written in the 1950s).

But wait a minute! Suppose that after the first man, A, helps B and B is ready to get his
man and while A starts helping another, B gets sidetracked, washes out and does not
produce his first man. Fifteen and one-half years later you can cut your 2,176,000,000
down to 1,048 because the devil caused B to be sterile.

God promised Abraham “...in Isaac shall they seed be called” (Genesis 21:12), so
Abraham waited a long, long time for that son. God’s promise to make Abraham the
father of many nations was all wrapped in that one son, Isaac. If Hitler had been present
and had caused Isaac’s death when Abraham had his knife poised over him on Mount
Moriah, Hitler could have killed every Jew in that one stroke.

I believe that is why Satan puts all his efforts into getting the Christian busy, busy, but
not producing. Men, where is your man? Women, where is your woman? Where is your
girl? Where is the one whom you led to Christ and who is now going on with Him?

There is a story in 1Kings, chapter 20 about a man who gave a prisoner to a servant and
instructed the servant to guard the prisoner well. But as the servant was busy here and
there, the prisoner made his escape.

The curse of today is that we are too busy. I am not talking about being busy earning
money to buy food. I am talking about being busy doing Christian things. We have
spiritual activity with little productivity. And productivity comes as a result of what we
call “follow-up.”

Majoring in Reproducing
Five years ago Billy Graham came to me and said, “Daws, we would like you to help
with our follow-up. I’ve been studying the great evangelists and the great revivals and [
fail to see that there was much of a follow-up program. We need it. We are having an
average of 6,000 people come forward to decide for Christ in a month’s campaign. I feel
that with the work you have done, you could come and help us.”
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Since these four stages make up the normal flow of the learning process, the
discussion is enhanced by following this natural pattern. We will therefore
normally have four kinds of questions:

* Discovery Questions

*  Understanding Questions
¢ Correlation Questions

* Application Questions

Discovery Questions

The purpose of these questions in Bible discussion is to identify what the
passage is saying. They are basically factual in nature and are the basis for all
good discussion. In your discussion outline, you will need this kind of question
to launch every major section of your outline.

Discovery questions will allow members to interact and share what they have
discovered in the portion of text under consideration. It is often amazing to
observe the way that different people in the group are able to see facts in the
passage which others missed. Once the basic content of the passage is revealed,
the group is ready to move to the next type of question.

Understanding Questions

The purpose of this type of question is to discern what this passage means. Often
a leader makes the mistake of sharing his own personal interpretation of various
words or phrases in the text. It is not the leader’s job to tell the group what the
passage means, but to ask the kind of questions that will cause the answer to
surface from the group members’ responses.

A good leader will have done research into the meaning of a passage in order to
guide the group in the right direction. It is important to realize that often there is
more than one interpretation of a word or fact. We therefore must take care to
determine the definition which the author had in mind when he wrote it. Tools
which will aid the leader in this phase are a good Bible dictionary, a
concordance and a Bible commentary.

Having discovered what the passage says and means, the discussion can move

on to relate the new truth to what is already known through correlation
questions.
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He worked with this new babe in Christ, and those two fellows began to grow and
spiritually reproduce. On that ship 125 men found the Savior before it was sunk at Pearl
Harbor. Men off that first battleship are in four continents of the world as missionaries
today. It was necessary, however, to make a start. The devil’s great trick is to stop
anything like this if he can before it gets started. He will stop you, too, if you let him.
There are Christians whose lives run in circles who, nevertheless, have the desire to be
spiritual parents. Take a typical example. You meet him in the morning as he goes to
work and say to him:

“Why are you going to work?”’

“Well, I have to earn money.”

“For what reason are you earning money?” you ask.

“Well,” he replies, “I have to buy food.”

“Why do you want to buy food?”

“I have to eat so as to have strength to go to work and earn some more money.”

“Why do you want more money?”

“I have to buy clothes so that I can be dressed to go to work and earn some more
money.”

“Why do you want more money?”

“I have to buy a house or pay the rent so I will have a place to rest up, so I will be fit to
work and earn some more money.”

And so it goes.

There are many Christians like that who are going in big circles. But you continue your
questioning and ask, “What else do you do?”

“Oh, I find time to serve the Lord. I am preaching here and there.” But down behind all
of this he has the one desire to be a spiritual father. He is praying that God will give him
a man to teach. It may take six months. It need not take that long, but maybe it takes him
six months to get started taking in the Word and giving it out and getting ready to teach
a man himself.
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Correlation Questions

The purpose of these questions is to shed more light on the issue from other
parts of the Word of God. Here we attempt to relate the passage we are studying
to other passages and to see how various truths relate to each other. The Bible is
its own best commentary on itself, and therefore understanding can be increased
by seeing what light other passages can shed upon the text. The purpose of this
phase is to ensure that meaning is not assigned to a text which the author did not
intend and that the group’s understanding of the passage is consistent with the
rest of the Scripture.

Application Questions

The purpose of these questions is to help group members determine how they
should apply what they have learned to their own personal lives. No study is
complete unless it is applied personally. The Bible was primarily given to

change our lives and not to just make us knowledgeable. Scripture bears this out.

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. —
James 1:22

1 thought about my ways, and turned my feet to Your testimonies. |
made haste, and did not delay to keep Your commandments. — Psalms
119:59,60

The benefits of Bible study only come as we obey the voice of God and put His
commands into practice in our daily living. Application questions should be a
part of each major section of the Bible study and not just at the end.

Writing Good Questions

A good question has three basic ingredients. It is:

*  Clear
* Relevant
e Stimulating to the discussion

We need to keep the three ingredients in mind as we develop our discussion
questions. The kind of question you ask determines the answer you will get. So
you must design the question to give you the kind of answer you are looking for.
By answering your own question you can determine whether or not it needs
additional development or clarification.
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The majority had to admit that they were ready to cross an ocean and learn a foreign
language, but they had not won their first soul who was going on with Jesus Christ. A
number of them said that they got many people to go to church; others said they had
persuaded some to go forward when the invitation was given.

I asked, “Are they living for Christ now?” Their eyes dropped. I then continued, “How

do you expect that by crossing an ocean and speaking in a foreign language with people
who are suspicious of you, whose way of life is unfamiliar, you will be able to do there
what you have not yet done here?”

These questions do not apply to missionaries and prospective missionaries only. They
apply to all of God’s people. Every one of His children ought to be a reproducer.

Are you producing? If not, why not? Is it because of a lack of communion with Christ,
your Lord, that closeness of fellowship which is part of the great plan? Or is it some sin
in your life, an unconfessed something that has stopped the flow? Or is it that you are
still a babe? “For when for the time ye ought to be teacher, ye have need that one teach
you again...” (Hebrews 5:12).

How to Produce Reproducers
The reason that we are not getting this Gospel to the ends of the earth is not because it is
not potent enough.

Twenty-three years ago we took a born-again sailor and spent some time with him
showing him now to reproduce spiritually after his kind. It took time, lots of time. It was
not a hurried, 30-minute challenge in a church service and a hasty goodbye with an
invitation to come back next week. We took care of his problems and taught him not
only to hear God”’s Word and to read it, but also how to study it. We also taught him
how to fill the quiver of this heart with the arrows of God’s Word, so that the Spirit of
God could lift an arrow from his heart and place it to the bow of his lips and pierce a
heart for Christ.

He found a number of boys on his ship, but none of them would go all out for the Lord.
They would go to church, but when it came right down to doing something, they were
“also-rans.” He came to me after a month of this and said, “Dawson, I can’t get any of
these guys on the ship to get down to business.”

I said to him, “Listen, you ask God to give you one. You can not have two until you
have one. Ask God to give you a man after your own heart.”

He began to pray. One day he came to me and said, “I think I have found him.” Later he
brought the young fellow over. Three months from the time that I started to work with
him he had found a man of like heart. This first sailor was not the kind of man you had
to push and give prizes to before he would do something. He loved the Lord and was
willing to pay a price to produce.
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Make sure your question is really only asking one question. Sometimes “and”
or “but” can introduce a second question which leads to confusion.

*  Make sure your question can be answered from the passage under
consideration.

*  Ask questions which are broad enough so that more than one person can
speak to it.

*  Ask summarizing questions which cover the content of several verses and
allow more than one contribution from the group.

Discovery Questions

This type of question is used to discover what the passage says. Be careful in
selecting your questions since they will determine the topic you discuss and the
responses you will get from the group. It is best to ask general questions in order
to stimulate discussion.

Examples:

What did God do? (Limits the response.) What did you discover about God from
his actions? (This can give a variety of members an opportunity to speak to the
question. It also allows the participant to answer from several verses rather than
just one.)

A good way to develop broad general questions is to take the chapter sub-points
and turn them into questions.

Example:
God Cares for You (chapter sub-point): What did you discover about God”s care
for you in the lesson?

To evaluate each question, ask yourself if it is:

Clear?
. Does it extract facts rather than feelings or opinions?
. Will people know what you were asking so they can answer?

Relevant?
*  Does it deal with the key issues?
*  Could it be answered by two or more truths in the text?
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In every Christian audience, I am sure there are men and women who have been
Christians for five, ten, or twenty years, but who do not know of one person who is
living for Jesus Christ today because of them. I am not talking now about merely
working for Christ, but about producing for Christ. Someone may say, “I gave out a
hundred thousand tracts.” That is good, but how many sheep did you bring in?

Some time ago I talked to 29 missionary candidates. They were graduates of
universities, Bible schools, or seminaries. As a member of the board, I interviewed each
one over a period of five days, giving each candidate from half an hour to an hour.

Among the questions I asked were two which I considered very important. The first one
had to do with their devotional life. “How is your devotional life?”” I asked them. “How
is the time you spend with the Lord? Do you feel that your devotional life is what the
Lord would have it be?”

Out of this particular group of 29 only one person said, “I believe my devotional life is
what it ought to be.” To the others, my question then was:

“Why is your devotional life not what it should be?”

“Well, you see, I am here at this Summer institute,” was a common reply. “We do a
year’s work in only ten weeks. We are so busy.”

I said, “All right. Let’s back up to when you were in college. Did you have victory in
your devotional life then?”

“Well, not exactly.”
We tracked back and found that ever since they came to know the Savior, they never had
a period of victory in their devotional lives. That was one of the reasons for their sterility

—Ilack of communion with Christ.

The other question I asked them was, “You are going out to the foreign field. You hope
to be used by the Lord in winning men and women to Christ. Is that right?”’

“YeS.”

“You want them to go on and live the victorious life, don’t you? You don’t want them
just to make a decision and then go back into the world, do you?”

“NO E2]

“Then may I ask you something more? How many persons do you know by name today
who were won to Christ by you and are living Him?”
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Stimulating?
*  Will it stimulate discussion?
e Can more than one person speak to the question?

Understanding Questions

These questions are used to discover what the passage means and should help
the people to go beyond their original discovery of the facts and to learn what
the author meant. You can best develop your questions by determining what
words and phrases in the passage may not be clear or easily understood.

In a discussion, people will often ask, “What does this mean?” They themselves
may be asking one of your understanding questions. Allow the other group
members to answer if they can. If the question is relevant and if no one in the
group knows the answer including you, suggest that everyone do some research
on the question, and that you deal with it next week.

Remember, no one knows the answer to every question, and as a discussion
group leader you are not setting yourself up as an expert—just the chairman.

This kind of question should be included in the understanding phase.

Examples:

“What is meant by the word 7’
“What does it mean that 7
“What does mean?”’

To evaluate each question ask yourself if it is:

Clear?
*  Does the question clarify the issue?
*  Does the question raise unnecessary problems?

Relevant?
e Will the answer reveal what the author meant?
*  Does the question focus on the key issue?

Stimulating?
*  Will the question help their personal understanding?
* Do the members have the knowledge to answer the question?
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Because they were babes, they were immature, incapable of spiritual reproduction. In
other words, they could not help other people to be born again. Paul continued, “I have
fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it...ye are yet
carnal (or babes): for...there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions”
(1Corinthians 3:2,3).

I know a lot of church members, school teachers, and members of the women’s
missionary society who will say to each other, “Have you heard about so and so?” and
pass along some gossip. Such have done an abominable thing in the sight of God.

How horrible it is when a Christian hears something and spreads the story! The Book
says, “These six things doth the Lord hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto Him...a
lying tongue...” (Proverbs 6:16,17). Oh, the Christians I know, both men and women,
who let lying come in! “...he that soweth discord among brethren” (Proverbs 6:19) is
another. This is walking as a babe, and I believe that it is one of the basic reasons why
some Christians do not have people born again into God’s family through them. They
are spiritually sick; there is something wrong. There is a spiritual disease in their lives;
they are immature. There is not that union with Christ.

But when all things are right between you and the Lord, regardless of how much or how
little you may know intellectually from the standpoint of the world, you can be a
spiritual parent. And that, incidentally, may even be when you are very young in the
Lord.

A young lady works at the telephone desk in our office in Colorado Springs. A year and
a half ago she was associated with the young Communist league in Great Britain. She
heard Billy Graham and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ. Soon she and a couple of other
girls in her art and drama school were used of the Lord to win some girls to Christ. We
taught Pat and some of the others, as they in turn taught the girls whom they led to
Christ. Some of these have led still other girls to Christ, and they too are training their
friends. Patricia is a great-grandmother already, though she is only about a year and four
months old in the Lord.

We see this all of the time. I know a sailor who when he was only four months old in the
Lord, was a great-grandfather. He had led some sailors to the Lord, who in turn led some
other sailors to the Lords, and these last led still other sailors to the Lord—yet he was
only four months old.

How was this done? God used the pure channel of these young Christians’ lives in their
exuberance and first love for Christ, and out of their hearts the incorruptible seed of the
Word of God was sown in the hearts of other people. It took hold. Faith came by the
hearing of the Word. They were born again by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. They
observed those Christians who led them to Christ and shared in the joy, the peace, and
the thrill of it all. And in their joy, they wanted someone else to know.
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Correlation Questions

The purpose of these questions is to help members identify the relationship
between certain truths and passages. We are seeking to highlight a truth in the
passage under consideration and to relate it to what the rest of the Bible teaches
about it. We are trying to draw this particular truth into the integrated whole of
the Scriptures.

Examples:

“How does this passage relate to 7’

“Do you know any other passages that speak to this issue?”
“Where else is this word or expression found in the Scriptures?”

If most of the group members are unfamiliar with the Bible, the leader can help
them to find pertinent cross references by asking the entire group to turn to
another passage dealing with the same truth. The leader can ask someone to read
the passage and can then ask the group:

“How do you feel that this passage relates to the passage in our study? What
new light does it shed?”

Such structured correlation questions can help a group of young Christians to
see how the Bible fits together and will stimulate their own personal search for
related passages and cross references.

To evaluate each question, ask yourself if it is:

Clear?
*  Does it ask how this passage is related to other Scriptures?
*  Does the group have enough knowledge and maturity to know other
related passages or do they need help?:

Relevant?
*  Does it relate to the truths the group has discovered?
*  Does it help people to see relationships that exist between passages and
truths?

Stimulating?
*  Does it help people draw from what they already know to answer the
question?
*  Does it stimulate the interest of the group to search for further related

passages on their own later?
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Hindrances

Only a few things will ever keep human beings from multiplying themselves in the
physical realm. One is that they never marry. If they are not united, they will not
reproduce. This is a truth which Christians need to grasp with reference to spiritual
reproduction. When a person becomes a child of God, he should realize that he is to live
in union with Jesus Christ if he is going to win others to the Savior.

Another factor that can hinder reproduction is disease or impairment to some part of the
body that is needed for reproductive purposes. In the spiritual realm, sin is the disease
that can keep one from winning the lost.

One other thing that can keep people from having children is immaturity. God in His
wisdom saw to it that little children cannot have babies. A little boy must first grow to
sufficient maturity to be able to earn living, and a little girl must be old enough to care
for a baby.

Everyone should be born again. That is God’s desire. God never intended that man
should merely live and die—be a walking corpse to be laid in the ground. The vast
majority of people know that there is something beyond the grave, and so each one who
is born into God’s family should seek others to be born again.

A person is born again when he receives Jesus Christ. “But as many as received Him, to
them gave He power to become the sons of God...Which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12,13)—the new birth.

It is God’s plan that these new babes in Christ grow. All provision is made for their
growth into maturity, and then they are to multiply—not only the rich or the educated,
but all alike. Every person who is born into God”’s family is to multiply.

In the physical realm, when your children have children, you become a grandparent.
Your parents are then great-grandparents, and theirs are great-great-grandparents. And
so it should be in the spiritual.

Spiritual Babes

Wherever you find a Christian who is not leading men and women to Christ, something
is wrong. He may still be a babe. I do not mean that he does not know a lot of doctrine
and is not well informed through hearing good preaching. I know many people who can
argue the pre-, the post- and the amillennial position and who know much about
dispensations, but who are still immature. Paul said of some such in Corinth, “And I,
brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual (or mature), but as unto carnal even
as unto babes...” (1Corinthians 3:1).
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Application Questions

The purpose of these questions is to encourage people to apply the truth of
Scripture to their individual lives. God blesses the doers and not the hearers or
knowers of His Word. This is where the theology is turned into reality.

Examples:

“How can we apply this truth to our daily living?”

“How or why does God want his children to apply this truth?”
“What application did you make to this passage?”

To evaluate each question, ask yourself if it is:

Clear?
*  Does it extract what should be done about this passage?
*  Is the expected response clear enough to be acted upon?

Relevant?
* Is it practical and obtainable by the individual?
o Is it built on a solid understanding of the passage?

Stimulating?
*  Will it encourage people to respond?
*  Does it call for personal action now?

Summary

Ask God to help you and to give you wisdom as you prepare your questions.
Failure to ask questions, to listen to answer, or to help the group understand the
content of their study may cool desire to learn more from the Scriptures. As you
allow them to dig into the Word for themselves and share their discoveries with
others, they will become excited and desire to continue.
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Born to Reproduce by Dawson E. Trotman

A few years ago, while visiting Edinburgh, Scotland, I stood on High Street just down
from the castle. As I stood there, I saw a father and a mother coming toward me pushing
a baby carriage. They looked very happy, were all dressed and apparently were well-to-
do. I tried to catch a glimpse of the baby as they passed, and seeing my interest, they
stopped to let me look at the little, pink-cheeked member of their family.

I watched them for a little while as they walked on and thought how beautiful it is that
God permits a man to choose one woman who seems the most beautiful and lovely to
him, and she chooses him out of all the men whom she has ever known. Then they
separate themselves to one another, and God in His plan gives them the means of
reproduction! It should be a wonderful thing that a little child should be born into their
family, having some of the father”’s characteristics and some of the mother”s, some of
his looks and some of hers. Each sees in that baby a reflection of the one whom he or
she loves.

Seeing that little one made me feel homesick for my own children whom I dearly love
and whose faces I had not seen for some time. As I continued to stand there, I saw
another baby carriage, or perambulator as they call it over there, coming in my direction.
It was a secondhand affair and very wobbly. Obviously the father and mother were poor.
Both were dressed poorly and plainly, but when I indicated my interest in seeing their
baby, they stopped and with the same pride as the other parents, let me view their little,
pink-cheeked, beautiful-eyed child.

I thought as these went on their way, “God gave this little baby whose parents are poor
everything that He gave to the other. It has five little fingers on each hand, a little mouth
and two eyes. Properly cared for, those little hands may someday be the hands of an
artist or a musician.”

Then this other thought came to me, “Isn’t it wonderful that God did not select the
wealthy and the educated and say, “You can have children,” and to the poor and the
uneducated say, “You cannot.” Everyone on earth has that privilege.”

The first order ever given to man was that he “be fruitful and multiply.” In other words,
he was to reproduce after his own kind. God did not tell Adam and Eve, our first parents,
to be spiritual. They were already in His image. Sin had not yet come in. He just said,
“Multiply. I want more just like you, more in My own image.”

Of course, the image was marred. But Adam and Eve had children. They began to
multiply. There came a time, however, when God had to destroy most of the flesh that
had been born. He started over with eight people. The more than five billion people who
are on the earth today came from the eight who were in the ark because they were
fruitful and multiplied.
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The Need of the Hour by Dawson E. Trotman

What is the need of the hour? That depends upon the person who is thinking about it. If
I’'m walking along the street and see a beggar with a tin cup, what”s the need of the
hour? A dime. If a woman is being taken to the hospital, what’s the need of the hour? A
doctor. But in Christian work, what is the need of the hour? I started to list the things
that we often feel are the need, which if supplied, would end our troubles.

Some say, “Well, if I just had a larger staff...” Would more staff be the answer? Today

many a minister would like to have an assistant, and many a mission would like to have
more missionaries. The cry of returned missionaries is always for more men and women
to fill up the ranks... to them, the need of the hour.

Others say, “We don’t need more workers, but if we had better facilities, if we just had
more office space and more buildings and bigger grounds and a base of operation... if
we had a place like Glen Eyrie... then we could do the job.”

In certain areas of the world they say it’s communication we lack, or better
transportation, or better means to take care of health. The need of the hour on many a
mission field is merely a radio, but if you get that radio, there’s another need, and
something else, and something else. Many feel it is literature. I hear that in my travels all
over the world, “We just lack literature.”

I know of people today who are saying, “If we could just get into a certain place.” For
years people have been on the borders of Nepal saying, “If we could just get in there.”
To them the need of the hour is an open door into Nepal. Right now hundreds of people
are saying, “If we could just get into China.” The Bible says, “My God shall supply all
your needs.” If the need were an open door into China, why doesn’t God open it? “These
things saith He that is holy, He that is true, He that hath the key of “David, He that
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth... I have set before thee
an open door.”

Paul found closed doors, but closed doors to him weren’t the problem. I really believe
these closed doors were used of God to show him the open doors he was to go through
next. [ believe if God wanted to put His hand over the great country of China tonight and
open the door, He could do it. I believe in forty-eight hours the door to China could be
opened.

Some say, “We need more time. If we just had more time...” Others say, “If I just
weren’t so old, if I were young again.” People have said to me, “Dawson, if I had known
when I was twenty years old what I know now, I could have done a hundred times more
for the Lord, Why didn’t 1?”
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After forty-days we discontinued our prayer meeting. Forty-eight hours later I was in the
hospital, flat on my back, for a week, and I had a lot of time to think. The Minute-Men
idea came and from that The Navigators work was born.

Three or four years later I was rummaging around in a drawer of the living room table
when I found a little purple card... “Washington, Oregon.” In another drawer was a list
of name—Les Spencer from Illinois, John Dedrick of Texas, Gurney Harris from
Arkansas, Ed Goodrich of Wisconsin. I discovered that men from every one of the forty-
eight states had come to the Savior during those three or four years. God has answered,
and these men were being trained as disciples. Then I thought of the world. “Why, Lord,
am I permitted to have a part in this?” For the same reason you are.

“All power in heaven and earth is Mine. It’s Mine for you to appropriate.” This is not
only a privilege; it’s an order. He wants nothing less. God doesn’t want you to take an
island... He wants you to take the world. For what are you asking God? What do you
want? Do you want to win a few? You’ll have to start with a few, and you’ll have to be
successful with the few. You can be because Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make
you fishers of men.” No man ever followed Jesus who didn’t become a fisher of men.
He never fails to do what he promised. If you’re not fishing, you’re not following. You
have to win one before you can win five, and five before you can win five hundred. The
world is before you. How big is your faith?

The need of the hour is men who want what Jesus Christ wants and believe He wants to
give them the power to do what He has asked. Nothing in the world can stop those men.
Do you believe that? Do you want to be one of them? You may, but you will have to
ask. “Call unto Me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things,
which thou knowest not.” Years ago when I prayed for Formosa I couldn’t have
comprehended what I’m seeing now. But that’s the way He has promised it will be, so
when you call, ask big!
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Often the biggest need of the hour seems to be money. “If we just had money... That’s
the answer for a larger staff, more facilities, literature, communications and
transportation... if we just had money.”

What is the need of the hour? Frankly, I don’t believe it is any of these. I am convinced
that the God of the universe is in control, and He will supply all these needs in His own
way and in His own time, all else being right.

Let me tell you what I believe the need of the hour is. Maybe I should call it the answer
to the need of the hour. I believe it is an army of soldiers, dedicated to Jesus Christ, who
believe not only that He is God, but that He can fulfill every promise He has ever made,
and that there isn”’t anything too hard for Him. It is the only way we can accomplish the
thing that is on His heart... getting the gospel to every creature.

In 1948 I was in Germany for six days. I had been put in touch with Colonel Paul
Maddox, Chief of Chaplains for all of Europe, and through his recommendation to the
Commanding General I got into Germany. I invited fifty German fellows to meet with
me for three days, and twenty-five of them came. I talked to them every evening for
three hours, beginning to lay before them the Great Commission, and the idea that I felt
Germany not only needed to hear the gospel, but that Germans themselves needed to
obey the Great Commission by sending missionaries.

I gave them the privilege of asking questions during the meetings, and every once in a
while a hand would go up. I was trying to lay upon their hearts the very thing the Lord
laid on the hearts of the disciples when He told them to go to every creature, make
disciples of every nation, start in Jerusalem and go to the ends of the earth. One German
spoke up, “But, Mr. Trotman, you don’t understand. Here in Germany some of us right
in this room don’t even have an Old Testament; we only have a New Testament.” I said,
“When Jesus Christ gave these commandments, they didn’t have even a New
Testament.”

Later one of them said, “But, Mr. Trotman, we have very few good evangelical books in
this country. In America you have thus and so.” I asked, “How many books did the
disciples have?” A little further on one of them said, “Is it true that in America you can
hear the Gospel any day?” I answered, “Yes.” He said, “If we had that... but we can’t
get the message out on any radio.” They said, “You have automobiles, we ride bicycles.”
I reminded them, “The disciples didn”’t have bicycles. Jesus rode a borrowed burro.”
Now these questions didn”t come up one right after the other or they would have caught
on, but they arose during the nine hours together. Finally one fellow spoke up and said,
“In America you have money. I work twelve hours a day for sixty cents. We don’t have
much money.” I replied, “The disciples were sent out without purse and without script.”

Every excuse in the books was brought up. “We don’t have this, and we don’t have that.
We don’t have buildings; we don’t have facilities.” Each time I replied, “But the twelve
didn’t and He sent them out.”
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You are to be witnesses, when you have the Holy Ghost, “BOTH in Jerusalem, AND in
all Judea, AND in Samaria, AND unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Suppose you are
a pastor. You have a responsibility to your people to be a shepherd to the flock. You also
have a responsibility for people in other countries. You have to be concerned. The only
reason you are not out there telling them about Jesus Christ is because you’re training
the lay people to love and serve the Lord Jesus Christ in your city, your state, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth.

I close with this... a little of the Nav story, I used to have a map of the world that I kept
before me. I'd put my fingers on some of the islands—Australia, New Zealand,
Okinawa, Formosa—and say, “Lord, let me win men for you in these places.” I wasn”t
challenged to do this by hearing a sermon, but by a verse of Scripture, Jeremiah 33:3,
“Call unto Me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which
thou knowest not.” It was in the previous chapter Jeremiah had said to the Lord, “Ah
Lord God! Behold, Thou has made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and
stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee.” Ten verses later the Lord says
to Jeremiah, “I am the Lord, the God of all flesh; is there any thing too hard for Me?”
Then just a few verses later He says, “All right, if you believe Me, call unto Me and I
will answer.”

I asked a buddy, “Do you believe this verse?” He said, “Yes.” I said, “I do, too, but I’ve
never seen these great and mighty things, and I’d like to.” So we started a prayer
meeting every morning. We decided to meet at a certain spot, have a fire built, and be in
prayer by five o’clock. Not one minute after five... we just made it a date. We prayed
two hours on weekdays but met at four on Sundays to pray for our Sunday school boys
by name and for the Sunday school. We prayed for Harbor City, Torrance, Long Beach,
San Pedro, Los Angeles, Pasadena, and the surrounding cities from which I had received
calls from young Christian fellows saying, “Come over here and show us how you’re
reaching these boys.”

The third and fourth weeks we started to include cities up the coast—San Francisco,
Oakland, Seattle and Portland. We said, “Lord, use us in these cities.” By the fourth or
fifth week we had covered every state in the Union. As we listed them we prayed, “Lord,
use us to win young men to You in the State of Oregon. Use us to win young men in
Massachusetts.” Every morning we prayed for every one of the forty-eight states. Then
about the sixth week on of us said to the other something like this: “If we believe God is
big enough to let us win men in every on of the forty-eight states, let’s go all out!

We bought a world map and left it up in the Palos Verdes Hills. Each morning we’d pull
this old map out and pray that the Lord would use us in China and in Japan and in
Korea. At the end of forty-two days I felt a burden lift. We stopped asking God to use us
and began thanking Him that He was going to do so. “Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for,” and substance is substance. It’s reality; it’s something you can believe
in. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. We claimed the promises as
we prayed. These promises were the brick and prayer was the mortar that put them
together.
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Then finally near the end one fellow, a little bit older than the rest and with almost a
bitter expression on his face, got up and said, “Mr. Trotman, you in America have never
had an occupation force in your land. You don’t know what it is to have soldiers of
another country roaming your streets. Our souls are not our own.” I said, “The disciples
lived at the time Jesus Christ lived, and their souls weren’t their own. The Roman
soldiers were in charge.

Then it dawned on me in a way I had never considered before, that when Jesus Christ
sent the eleven out, he let a situation exist which was so bad that there could never be a
worse one. No printing presses, no automobiles, no radios, no television, no telephones,
no buildings, not one single church, no uniforms, nothing for the vestry... He didn’t
even leave them a little emblem.

He left them only a job to do, but with it He said, “All power is given unto Me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore...” What does the “therefore” mean? It means “I have the
power to give you the order, and I have the power to back you to the hilt.” He has all
power in heaven and earth... not just heaven, but in the earth; all power, not part of the
power, but all power, which means power over the Romans and power over the
Communists.

Earlier Jesus Christ had said to this same little group, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, he
that believeth on Me...;” He that what?; “...believeth on Me, the works that I do shall he
do also; and greater works than these shall he do.” Do you believe that statement is true?
Or must you say that for a moment it makes you stop to wonder. Could it possibly be
true that the Son of God would say to a human being, “The things that I do, you shall do,
and greater things than these you shall do?”

I believe with all my heart that the reason so many wonderful Christians don’t
accomplish more in their lives is they don’t believe Jesus meant what He said. They
have never come to the place where they believe that the all-powerful One, Who
commissioned them, could enable them to do these greater works. The last thing He said
was, “All power is given unto Me. I’m giving you your orders now. Go and teach all
nations and see that every created being hears the Word.”

Now, gang, we think it is going to be a tough job, even with the printing press, the radio,
the airplane, and modern medicine. What do you think the early disciples thought about
it? When Paul wrote to the Romans, he said, “I thank my God that your faith is spoken
of throughout the whole world.” When he wrote to the Thessalonian church, he said,
“For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance.” And he said to the Thessalonians, who were not even as
strong as the Bereans, “For from you sounded out the Word of the Lord not only in
Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread
abroad.”
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You don’t need anything that He can’t supply. Is it knowledge? Is it strength? God can
do more through a weakling who is yielded and trusting than He can through a strong
man who isn’t. “For all the promises of God in Him are yea, and in Him Amen, unto the
glory of God by us” (2Corinthians 1:20).

I want the fellows and girls who come to Glen Eyrie to go away with this thought
securely in their minds: “God, I’ll never come to the place where I’'m going to let the
lack of anything persuade me that You are being hindered.” I would rather you would go
away with that in your hearts than with methods or materials or ideas that we may have
to share with you, because I know the potential of the man who will come to the place
where he can say hour after hour, day after day, week after week, month after month,
and year after year, “Lord, I believe my God reigneth.”

Listen! You have an excuse if you want one. You have more than an excuse: you have
hundreds of them. That isn’t what’s holding us back. It’s that we don’t live and preach
the fact that He is on the throne. And when He”’s running the show, He will take care of
all the props, even the transportation.

I was in Hong Kong on my way to India in 1948 when a Pan American flight was
delayed long enough to make me miss my connection in Bangkok. I inquired if there
were any ways for me to get to Calcutta. The crew said, “No, not a chance in the world.”
Then one said, “We do have orders for this plane to go on to Calcutta, but because of
regulations this crew can’t take it.” So I prayed, “Lord, You know about the meetings in
Calcutta, and it’s nothing for You to work this out.”

We got to Bangkok and a radio message came, “We do not have a crew to bring this ship
to Calcutta, Your crew ordered to bring it.” Only four people were on that big DC-6, and
the other three didn’t have to go to India for three days. I arrived in time for those
meetings, and as a result, a man from Nepal came to know the Lord, a man who later
became a key for getting the Gospel to that closed country way up in the Himalayas.

The need of the hour, as far as I’m concerned, people, is to believe that God is God, and
that He is a lot more interested in getting this job done than you and I are. Therefore, if
He is more interested in getting the job done, He has all power to do it, and has
commissioned us to do it, our business is to obey Him... reaching the world for Him and
trusting Him to help us do it.

The Lord could easily have said to the disciples, “You fellows are only eleven men, and
you lack facilities and transportation, so all I want you to do is start the fire in
Jerusalem,” but He didn’t say that. The believers in South India testify they are glad
Thomas believed Jesus Christ that he was to go to the uttermost part of the earth. I
understand that the Mar Thoma Church, the largest in Southern India, traces its origin
back 1900 years to the work of this disciple. Aren’t you glad that Thomas didn’t say to
Jesus Christ, “I don”t have a DC-6 jet?” “Ye shall be witnesses unto Me in”... not
EITHER Jerusalem OR Samaria OR Judea OR on the foreign field.
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How did the message go? Not by telephone, not by television, but by tell-a-person.
That’s the only method they had. It was as simple as that. Everyone was to tell someone
else. “I cannot help but speak the things which I have seen and heard,” was the impelling
force. That’s how it spread, and it did spread. They didn’t need the printing press and
they didn’t need materials. They only needed to be obedient.

Over in England they really went for the Bible study and memory materials. It was hard
to get them to see their value at first, but when they did, some of them felt they were a
necessity. One rainy night during the Billy Graham Crusade at Wembley Station around
3000 came forward at the invitation, Two clergymen came running up to me, “Mr.
Trotman, Mr. Trotman, we ran out of materials! What will we do?” I said, “Relax. They
probably ran out of them at Pentecost, too!” They looked at me for a minute and,
obviously getting the point, said, “That’s right!”

The answer is the man, not the materials. Maybe the greatest problem today is that we
try to put into printed form that which should go from lip to ear and heart to heart. We
de-emphasize materials, and people can’t understand why. Materials are the tools. Tools
by themselves are useless. If there were a young fellow beginning his study of medicine
who had all the necessary instruments for a major operation, and an old doctor who just
had a razor blade and a plain, ordinary crooked needle and some strong string, I’d put
myself into the hands of the old doctor for surgery rather than this boy over here with all
the instruments, wouldn’t you? It’s not only the tools; it’s the man who has the tools in
his hands.

What is the need of the hour, gang? I'll tell you the need of the hour. It is to believe that
our God controls the universe, and when He said, “The earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea,” He meant it. That is
exactly what is going to happen. The earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory
of the Lord!

Today more people than ever in a lot of our civilized countries know about Jesus Christ
because of the radio, literature, mission societies, Billy Graham, etc. But they only know
about Him; they don’t know Him. The Book says, “The earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” How much does the
water cover the sea? Do you think that every square inch of sea has water in it? Yes!
That’s how every tongue and tribe and nation in every single nook and corner of this
earth is going to hear about Jesus Christ and His glory.

What is the need of the hour? It is to believe that “Thy God reigneth.” The rain isn’t
coming down like you feel it should in order to have good crops. Can he send it if it’s
necessary? If He doesn’t, can you say, “Thank you, Lord”? That”s what He wants. “In
everything give thanks.”
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